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ANNCR: 

IN NIGERIA, THE FIELD OF POLITICAL PARTIES HAS NOW BEEN 
REDUCED TO FIVE, AND NEXT APRIL, THEY WILL CONTEST THE FIRST 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS FOR A PRESIDENT IN FIFTEEN YEARS. BUT THIS 
TIME, NIGERIA IS EXPERIMENTING WITH A FORM OF PRESIDENCY UNLIKE 
THE BRITISH WESTMINSTER SYSTEM IT TRIED TWICE BEFORE. V.0.A.'S 
JOHN ROBERTS SENT THIS BACKGROUND REPORT FROM OUR WEST AFRICAN 
BUREAU, 

VOICE: 

NIGERIA IS SEEKING TO LAY A PARTICULAR GHOST TO REST THAT 
HAUNTED THE COUNTRY IN ITS FIRST TWO ATTEMPTS AT CIVILIAN 
GOVERNMENT, THE GHOST IS THAT OF PERSONALITY CLASHES AND POWER 
STRUGGLES BETWEEN THE NATION'S TWO TOP OFFICIALS -- THE PRESIDENT 
AND THE PRIME MINISTER, 

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED IN NINETEEN SIXTY-FOUR IN NIGERIA 
BETWEEN THE FIRST PRESIDENT, DOCTOR NNAMDI AZIKWE, AND PRIME 
MINISTER ALHAJI TAFAWA BALEWA, THIS, IN TURN, LED TO A GOVERNMENT 
CRISIS, INSTABILITY AND EVENTUALLY A MILITARY TAKE-OVER. THE 
PRIME MINISTER WAS KILLED IN THE COUP, BUT DOCTOR AZIKWE SURVIVED 
AND IS NOW ONCE AGAIN RUNNING FOR PRESIDENT AS THE HEAD OF THE 
NATIONAL PARTY OF NIGERIA, 

BUT REGARDLESS OF WHO WINS THE OFFICE, NIGERIA'S NEW 
PRESIDENT WILL BE BY HIMSELF AT THE TOP OF THE HEAP, THE NEW 
CONSTITUTION CALLS FOR THE NATIONAL LEADER TO BE THE FOCAL 
POINT OF AUTHORITY, A STRONG CHIEF EXECUTIVE WITH WIDE POWER TO 
MAKE DECISIONS AND ACT PROMPTLY AND WHO CAN IMPOSE HIS WILL WHEN 


THE CABINET MIGHT BE PARALLYZED BY INDECISION. 
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DURING A RECENT TRIP TO NIGERIA, THIS CORRESPONDENT 
LEARNED THAT THERE IS MUCH ACCEPTANCE IN PRINCIPLE FOR THIS 
APPROACH, BUT THERE IS NERVOUSNESS TOO, SOME PEOPLE WERE 
WONDERING ALOUO WHETHER THE NEW SYSTEM COULD LEAD TO A 
GOVERNMENT THAT WAS JUST AS AUTHORITARIAN AS THE MILITARY, THEY 
WERE ASKING, "HOW DO WE INSURE THAT WE ARE NOT INSTALLING A 
BENEVOLENT DESPOT, OR AT WORST, A DICTATOR?" 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY HAS TRIED TO HEAD-OFF THIS 
POSSIBILITY BY ALSO CHANGING THE WAY A PRESIDENT IS ELECTED. 
IN THE EARLIER ATTEMPTS, THE PRIME MINISTER HAD ONLY TO WIN HIS 
OWN CONSTITUENCY AND FOR HIS PARTY TO WIN A SIMPLE MAJORITY OF 
ALL THE SEATS IN THE LEGISLATURE TO GAIN OFFICE. UNDER THE NEW 
SYSTEM, THE PRESIDENT MUST WIN NOT ONLY A MAJORITY OF THE TOTAL 
VOTE CAST BUT ALSO ONE-QUARTER OF THE VOTES IN AT LEAST TWO- 
THIRDS OF NIGERIA'S NINETEEN STATES. THIS IS A STRINGENT MEASURE 
AIMED AT INSURING THAT THE PRESIDENT DOES NOT GET INTO POWER 
THROUGH NARROW REGIONAL OR ETHNIC INTERESTS, THE SOURCE OF MUCH 
OF NIGERIA'S EARLIER TROUBLES, 

AS IN MOST DEMOCRACIES, ETHNIC AND REGIONAL INTERESTS ARE 

A FACT OF LIFE. THE QUESTION IS HOW TO KEEP THEM UNDER CONTROL. 
NIGERIA'S APPROACH HAS ALREADY LED TO A BETTER BALANCING OF 
THESE FACTORS IN THE FIVE PARTIES THAT HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY 
THE FEDERAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION. IF A PARTY LEADER IS, SAY, 
FROM THE NORTH, HIS RUNNING-MATE IS LIKELY TO BE FROM THE WEST OR 
EAST. AND THE PARTIES WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN APPROVED IN THE FIRST 
PLACE HAD THEY NOT SHOWN CONVINCINGLY THAT THEY WERE NATIONAL 
IN CHARACTER WITH TRUE REPRESENTATION IN THIRTEEN STATES. 

FOR MANY NIGERIANS, THE PROSPECT OF A NEW PRESIDENTIAL 


SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT CARRIES WITH IT BOTH HOPE AND ANXIETY; AND 
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LIKE MOST EXPERIMENTS, NOBODY REALLY KNOWS HOW IT IS GOING TO 
TURN OUT. 


GH/RCS 


